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UPID reigns every day but on Ste Valentines Dny ho reigns supreme
Of nil the holidays In tho year the

fourteenth of Foorunry Is the only one
pet apart on which to make oUelwincc to
the mischievous adorable little son of
Venus Not that the troublesome elf needs
a day for his very own or that ho ap-

preciates the honor especially for ho-

well knows that every day Is his own
that his arrows fly Just as true and as
straight on ono day as on the otber
nod that all men nnd nil women of all
ages have bowed to him and obeyed al-

ways
But on St Valentines Day the spirit

of Lovo Is recognized more openly than at
other times Tbo little winged god or-

dained the God of Lovo by the Romans
find held In high esteem among their
host of deities sends his arrows broad-
cast They lurk In dainty missives of
tinseled lace paper valentine that keep
tho postmen busy delivering them They
tldo In tho petals of violets and roses
and the sweetest of floral tributes to
Milady Fair from her adorer They go
through the land and leave In their wnko
happiness and heartsease or disappoint ¬

ment and rue And lovers await them
expect them welcome them

In Our Own Country
The celebration of tho day In our own

country Is eo well known that It scarcely
needs setting forth The custom of send-
ing

¬

olios valentines anonymously how-
ever secmn to be largely confined to tho
English speaking people And the mush-
room

¬

growth of tho nocalled comic val-

entines horrible distortions of even clod-

hopper humor IK distinctly American St
Valentine If be bo the one responsible
for the day conld scarcely have counte-
nanced such things ns these Our cele-

bration
¬

Is more a personal ono to the
Individual than n collective ono In which
a number can get together and celebrate
simultaneously In fact tho sender of-

a valentine nowadays does It almost like
the proverbial thief In tho night

In ho Churchyard
In Derbyshire England when a love-

lorn
¬

lass who Is not afraid of the dark and
supernatural wants to find out what her
futuro lord and master looks like she
goes Into tho churchyard at midnight of
St Valentines eve and as the clock
strikes 12 commences running around tho
church and repeating without Intermls-
blonf

1 sow hctnpswd hcnrrncol I torr-
llo that loroi me tat
Oamo slier ma now

Having made the circuit of the church
12 times repenting nil the while the
touching little doggerel will behold
unless she drops with exhaustion from
her rnpldtramlt moving pleture oratori-
cal

¬

stunt tho figuro of her lover dim
nnd ghostly following her footsteps
around tho church

In the county of Norfolk England nn
soon as It grows dark packages ore laid
on doorsteps tho bell Is rung and the
bearer ncoota away The packages are
supposed to contain presents thus being

CONSIDERABLE proportion of ourjI American holidays are before all else
children festivals tlmt It children

derive the keenest enjoyment from their
observance However tho one observ-
ance that la not only preeminently hat
nlmoat universally n young peoples holi-

day
¬

U St Valentinos Day The de-

votees
¬

of the February cast of sentiment
Include all members of tho Junior genera-
tion from little tots too young to under-
stand the significance of the exchange of
pretty pictures to young men and young
women who take advantage of the 11 ce nil 0-

l of this occasion to makn more or less
veiled declarations of regard or the re-

verse
¬

Oddly enough the origin of St Valen-
tines Day would seem to give little war-
rant for tho modern custom of exchang-
ing on February 11 missives and epistles
eIther comic or sentimental Certainly
thero was naught In the life of Saint
Valentine a bishop or popo of Romey to suggest the promiscuous dispatch of
tokens wherein arc conveyed In prose-
In verse or In emblematic picture the
love of the sender or the faults and
foibles of the recipient As n matter of
fact Saint Valentino led n particularly
somber existence Clinging steadfastly to
his faith during the Claud Inn persecu-
tion ho was cast Into Jail and ulti-
mately was beaten with clubs nnd Lnally
beheaded

A second churchman bearing the name
of Valentine whose possible connection
with the origin of St Valentines Day
has eomeUmcs been suggested was like-
wise a bishop Both bearers of the now
magic name were accounted to possess
miraculous powers for the sick Tho
l1ratment1 ned bishop while In prison
cured of blindness the daughter of his
Vttper and to the second prayers arc yet
rff rcd np In Germany and Italy for the
cure of epilepsy This second Bishop
Valentino also met a violent death being

many months have passed
Is planned by what Is

to bo n substantial commer-
cial

¬

corporation In Franco to have giant
atecrnblc balloons flying or perhaps
more properly speaking sailing from n
number of big French clues nod carry
Ing loads of pofutenlrcra In competition-
with the railroads It Is claimed for

I thIs new Idea that It will DO far cheap-
er to operate than railroads nnd tbo
manufacturers of dirigible balloons are
wild to here guaranteed that the air-
ships tor passengers will be safe and
able to live np to schedule except under

Mextraordinary weather conditions
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L pty

n sort of combined Christmas nnd Hal-
loween

Though It Is certain tho English Idea
of humor Las not OB yet grasped In Its
entirety the Americans Joy In flooding
hIs frlcuds and enemies with the atro-
cious comic valentine there ore still
possibilities In tills old custom

What u chance for the practical Joker
to Icnvc a packuio on a door step ring
tho bell and heat It and from the
friendly shadows of a nearby tree or
pall watch the consternation of tho
sturdy English face that answers the
ring nnd finds In the package In place of
tho expected present n little thing that
only storks ore supposed to 1m Cthe
privilege of depositing on front door-
steps I

AVhnts In the PncknsrcT
Or picture the lisle and hearty English

equlro coming home nearer sunrise thou
sunset with the loving spirit of St Valen-
tines

¬

Day and other spirits oozing out
of his very eyes HCH In better shape
than the man who had to tell his cabby
to nslc his better half to polloaso come-
down to the carriage and pick him out
from the lest of tho good fellows aboard
Itbut bos sufllclontly thrcesheotsIu-
thowlnd to make It advisable for IIR
cabby to deposit him on the front door
otep along with the rest of the pack-
ages laid there ring the hell nnd scoot
Just like the other St Valentine Day cele-

brants AD In evident there arc vast pos
clbllltlea In tits package system of ob-
serving the day It depends upon tho

package
In the west of nagland there was one

choked by a fish bone
Students of history and dclvers Into the

lore of tradition have made various at
tempts none wholly successful to ex-
plain how tho modern festival of mirth
and sentiment derived Its name One of
the most pIuuKlble theories Is based on
the tact that In tho olden days v and

g were frequently lutcrcbongcnble In
popular speech There Is evidence that
tho Norman word galantln gallant-
and lover of tho fair sexwnK frequently
written and pronounced njnntan or va-
Icntln With such a foundation It U
easy to credit the corruption of the
phrase to the present Valentine Day-
or muyhap by n contusion of names
bishop Valentino may have been c tub
fished us the patron saint of lovers nod
sweethearts although as wo have seen
In u fleeting glimpse of his biography
there was no warrant whatever for such
designation

As far back OB 1721 when Vnlcnilne
Day was already an established custom
In England we find one British writer
attempting to explain Its origin on the
premise that about this time of year
the middle of Februarthe birds choose
their mates and that probably this sug-
gested

¬

tho custom of young men and
maidens adopting tho same season ns a
time for choosing valentines or special
loving friends An even more plausible
explanation Is that our latter day front of
St Valentino U merely the Christianized
form of the classic Luprcalla feast
held annually In Hom during the month
of February In honor of Pan and Juno
and tha chief feature of the ceremonies
of which was the practice of placing the
names of young women In a box or other
receptacle from which they wero drawn
as chance directed by young men

As the story goes tho Christian clergy
despite repeated efforts wero never utile
to abolish this pawn practice During
the sixteenth century the church In tlie

Tho minister of public worn for the
Trench Republic has already begun to
outline the rules and regulations which
will govern airships In future sailing
through tho air The Trench minister
has sledded to dill all nlr craft by tho

of acronefs As balloons pro-

ceed through the air more after the man
ner In which ships force their passage
through the water like any other
form of locomotion the French govern-
ment

¬

proposes to treat nil vehicles pro-
ceeding through the air ns n ship or
vessel rather than as In the nature of an
automobile or a railroad ear

The French foreign office has be

ancient custom that was extraordinarily
singular Early In tho morning of St
Valentines Day young men necessarily
of tho character deelights In tho
strenuous life started out together with
u clap net to catch nn owl and two spar-
rows In sonic neighboring barn If they
were successful In catching the birds and
brought them to tho village Inn without
Injury and before the women folk had
risen they were rewarded with three pots-
of purl whatever Is by the Inn-
keeper They also enjoyed the privilege
of demanding similar consideration at the
hands of every householder lu the neigh-
borhood

¬

Things thnt bear tho earmarks of age
even though they he nothing more sacred
than customs should ho reverenced It Is
true Dut n wee bit of speculation ns to

how It felt to be there can scarcely be
considered iconoclastic or Irreverent
though It be somewhat Irrelevant
In the first place It way be noted this
unique and Inborlons method of procur-
ing

¬

tho aforementioned purl was evidently
a specie of graft that appealed strongly
to the minds of those rustic swains

Why They It
Just why this purl should be considered

worth crawling out of a warm bed at 3
In the morning nail stabbing around In
the dark with a clapnet for an owl not

on to lila Job while the hay from tho
loft of the barn sltcd down Into ones
nostrils the chronicler falls to relate
Perhaps the young men of thoeo days
considered such n stunt n regular hellmn
time Or perhaps It was simply n case
of seizing nn opportunity of getting on
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person of St Francis do Sales severely
forbado the custom of valentines or giving
boys In writing the names of girls to be
admired nnd attended on by them As
substitute there Inaugurated the prac-
tice of giving billets containing the names-
of certain saints but In the end St Fran-
cis

¬

more successful In this cru-
sade than predecessors had been The
sentimental young folks returned to their
old practices and routorcd the heart mart
with all Its old slgnlflcaocc-

Indifd they did more They nbolUhed
about this time the practice of leaving
solely to the young men the choice of
mates Franco took tho lead In usher

I Passenger Balloons Planned in France
BEFORE

z

name

thou

also

that

may

Did

gun to bestir Itself over what It considers
the Imminent Importance of rules and
regulations governing lie rights of the
atmosphere now that It expects war
balloons both armed for battle and of
tho sort to spy out foreign countries to
be sailing through tho atmosphere over
Europe State balloons military balloons
nlr ships belonging to private Individuals
and dirigibles lUte thoso mentioned as
planned to carry pamipnponi for regular
inUJlc will nil havo to governed by
new legislation nnd In France the olllclal
bureau chiefs roust report tho Ideas for
the French chamber of deputies and
senators to work on

the outside of lot of purl In free lunch
fashion At all events according to tho
chronicler they went after the birds with
the same patience tho modern bugolo
gist expends In chasing butterflies oer

newplowed field and received their
reword with nu applause and admiration
similar to that the presentday head of-

a family rccclvon If he can got out of
bed on to the cold floor In the morning
nail turn on the steam without a mur ¬

mur Though scarcely necessary to say
BO It Is Incumbent upon the writer to
relate tint ho has not been able to dis-

cover a survival of this custom In any
form In tho modern American celebration
of St Valentines Day

In many of the European countries the
St Valentine Day kiss exchanged
between young people an token of good-
will The exact nature of such nn osci-
llatory performance la somewhat vogue
Though the same conscientious chronicler
does not mention the relationship It sug-

gested that this St Valentine Day kiss
Is third cousin at least deceased of
the famous soul klsi There Is some
donbt on this point hpwcer for In no
way can an cxegeals of the word aflln
Ity lead the investigator back to that
time On tho other hand the fact that
this custom Is now In voguo universally

not only on St Valentines Day hut
on other daja and Mr Into the night ns
wellIs significant The only difference
In that the called St Valentine Day
kls of the present la n token of good-

will and other things
Can It Ho IoiiHlhlv

Apropos of the same elucidating sub
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Ing In this era of equal rights In the val-
entine

¬

lottery nod henceforth the names-
of young people of both acres were writ-
ten

¬

on bits of paper and placer In the
proper receptacles so that at the drawing
each participant was sure to secure a
partner from the other sex The selec-
tion

¬

thus made was supposed to seal u
sentimental bond that should endure for
at least a year If not terminated by mur
rlagc Throughout the twelvemonth n
couple designated partners by fates de-
cree stood In the relation of cavalier iiid
lady of beauty the knight being bound
of course to honor and defend his charge
who repaid his championship by emllis
and sentimental tokens

The custom soon spread from France to
England and was In high favor there an
early na 1000 Tho practice of having
both the young men and the young wo-
men draw lots or valentines had ono
disadvantage In that It was seldom that
partners placed In a doublo bond
by each drawing the name of the other
As n rule n young man who drew the
name of a girl would find that his natun
In turn had been drawn by omo other
girl However disputes as to the pot
session were In n great measure forestalled
by the accepted custom of young men In
general to show greater allegiance to the
vnlonllnrs that fell to their lots than to
tho maidens who drafted them OK It
were In Scotland It was the custom sv-
cral centuries ago for young men antiyoung women to regard as n valentine
the first representatUo of the opposite

r

Ject the chronicler states further that
If n man meet a maId and she does

not readily assent to the oscillatory prac-
tice

¬

It is a kind of service Ion him that
his attentions are not desirable and Is
looked upon ns a conge

Yen verily A case of the original
stlngcrlno anti tune original stung It
would seem Rut It Is far far better
than the big sUck of the fly cop and a Joy-

ride to the police station
liven to the present day It customary

In Europe for the young men to meet to-
gether on tho village green In trials of
strength Tho young lad who has read
his sporting extras most zealously and
Is ublo to give most fluently the precise
and Indisputable reasons why Jim Jeffries
should climb hack Into tho ring nod put
11 ell over tug black Jack Johnson Is
the lad who should come off with the
gate receipts Doing tho cindy Kid ho
naturally hits his choice of the maidens
fair who have apparently laid aside
their grouch as suffragettes and consent-
ed

¬

to occupy rlugblde seats at tho fight
The losers however come In for a
whackup on the short end of the purse
for they urc allowed to choose their maid
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sex who was with on the street on

tho morning of tho of February
In tho approved ob-

servance
¬

of St Valnntlnoa festival seems
to have taken the form of challenging
valentines with the that
he or she who said It first on meeting u
person of the opposite sex should receive
n present In short It was n custom cry
similar In effect to the Christmas
greeting which long prevailed and yet
obtains In many parts of the United
States As time went on tho practice
was so amended that tho

done by the young ladles nod the
giving of presents by tho young men who
were successfully challenged This cus
tom Booms to have been the direct fore-
runner of the modern practice of exchang-
ing

¬

or written valentines In a
diary on February
I tftl wo rend of mi Innovation In the
form of a alentlno token consisting of

TTT Is claimed that seven acres of apple
I trees recently sold In the state of
IB Washington nt 3000 nn acre In the

same vicinity were other small fruit
farms whcro the land Will Jut ns highly-

valued Tbo returns from these small
fruit farms where Intensive cultivation
IH practiced are said to run up to
thousands of dollars per annum In
Delaware there Is a single apple orchard
said to bring owner 10000 u year
When husbandry reaches such figures
there must lie brains of high order
tchlnd the pruning knife and-

it
cultivator

ens for the ensuing St Valentino Day
festivities according to the order of merit
of their bruised

In Ireland the great feature of St Va-
lentines Day IB the breakdown dance All
the boys and all the girls engage In It
the couple dancing the longest winning
the coveted applause The victorious
couplo IH looked upon as wellmated and
not Infrequently a wedding follows during
Eastertide

They Dnncc Seriously
The dance Itself Is Indeed n spectacle

With much ceremony tho door of tbo barn
Id lifted from Its hinges anti the dance
commenced as us the tiddler or the
player nf the bagpipes orders tho couples
out The floor of the barn In of mud
hence the door la laid on tho ground to
form a nultnblo surface for the dancers
Goldsmith describes the dancers In hIs
Deserted Village
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Shakespeares day

understanding

gift

all challenging-
was nil

tintedLondon

Its

phjslognomles

soou

tho recipients name written In gold let
tern npon blue paper Thou brief mot-
toes

¬

such as Most courteous and most
fair began to make their appearance
upon the primitive valentines and grad-
ually

¬

step by step thorn was evolved the
silk and lace paper confections of
the present era

For many years tho belles and beaux
hud to depend for the fashioning of valen-
tines wholly upon their own Ingenuity
and skill lu penmanship At the outset-
all such tokens had needs to be delivered-
by the author In portion uud oven litter
tho establishment of post systems this
prnctlce was largely adhered to for the
dispatch of love tokens by mall wns nn
expensive luxury Then with the reduc-
tion

¬

In postal rates end appearance of
printed valentines hero dawned tho pres-
ent regime of manufactured sentiment
nm riot Cheap Postage and the oppor-
tunities

¬

malls for

Is noticeable that tho oldfashioned
apple tree and not the newfangled
semitropical fruits appears to be the
key to this unusual wealth In horticul-
ture

¬

In fact no single crop as volu
attic tho apple The demand Is un ¬

failing and where close Intensive culti-
vation mad tho returns ore said to
be more certain than from any other
form of crops Chickens and pigs arc
raised between the apple trees anti with
the tlc and seven acre farms tbo great

of the labor can be by tho
owner his wife nnd children

A

t
The dancing pair that simply sought re-

nown
By holding out to tiro each other down

The absolute wholcheartodnoM of the
dunce and the fierceness of these tests of
endurance must tve seen to M appreciat-
ed

¬

Though the occasion Is one of the
utmost Jollity and will the contest ¬

ants are In dead earnest In their endeav-
ors

¬

to win

From Shakcnpeuro
Shakespeare says of tho day In laworldwide Valentine

I swear to thee by Cupids strongest ow
By his beat arrow with tho golden head
By the simplicity of Venus doves
By th it which ktndloth and pros-

pers loves-

In England tho schoolgirls of a halt
n century ago plucked at tho buttons on
their and uttered In a singsong
monotone on St Valentinos Day tho
verse

Tinker tailor
Soldier sailor-
Apothecary
Ploughboy thief

If after ulngcooglng these words for a
stated number of times thoy should first
meet other than tho one on whom of all
mentioned In their roundelay their
hearts were set they scattered In great
fright

Oentlo Protest
The earliest and most popular Et Val-

banded
¬

entinos Day Jingle that has been
down to tho present tlmo L-

aThe rose red
Tho violet blue
Sugar sweet
And eo are you ii IIIII

Tbo gentle Dean Swift In writing to
friend describes hla first reception of n
cornlc valentine JIIIIII

iI was seated In my library when the
postmaster arrived nod I opened the bag
What was my surprise to find my first
greeting on St Valentines morning to be
a representation of a fat parson with a
body like a pig and n bend like n Of
course It grieved me for I always con-

sidered the day one devoted to everything
beautiful In life But I felt far more
compassion for tho unfortunate mental
condition of the sender than I did for the
feelings of the recipient which were I
assure you qulto hcaJed before I finished
breakfast It

Tbo simplicity otthls gentle protest
scarcely n rebuke Is pathetic Much
more kindly nod considerate Is the tender
missive even though It be sentimental
like the following

If youll ba mlno °
I will be thync
And FO Good
Morrow Valentine-

For St Valentines Day Is a day of Joy
of love of happiness

i
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good
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a
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the Identity of valentine senders hovo
credit for fostering the prcscutduy comic
valentine Valentines couched In tents
of sarcasm and contempt made their ap-

pearance
¬

almost as early us the original
penned vehicles of sentiment but of
course those fearful and wonderful multi-
colored

¬

masterpieces of modern lithog-
raphy waited upon a comparatively recent
date for their revolution

The observance of Valentine Day which
n decade or two ago seemed about to
wane markedly has during the past few
years been restored to all Its old popu-
larity

¬

The appearance of tho souvenir
post card fad which was hpccdlly adapted
to Valentine Day purposes wan doubtless
In port responsible for this So likewise
was the appearance of valentine token I

more pretentious than any of the lace
paper treasures of a generation ago Tho
young man who this February seeks a
sentimental remembrance for a twentieth i

century girl can expend almost any
amount his pocketbook will allow on such t

trifles nn heartshaped candy hazes Val > rn

endue gift books Jewelry designed for
this significant occasion or flowers In a
setting appropriate for the Valentino scar
son 1

A growing observance of St Valentines
Day throughout tbo United States takes
the form of valentine parties Tbo oppor I T

unities for appropriate detonations and
significant souvenirs have no equal unless-
It be Halloween nnd the very charac-
ter

¬ I

of tho day suggests Innumerable
games A now fad for St Valentines I

Day that Is rapidly gaining popularity Is

the custom of seeking a fortune teller on
this auspicious occasion Of late years
gypsy fortune tellers have found St Vn-
lcntlnoH Day a harvest tlmo without par-

allel
¬

throughout the year and many a
hostess seeking a novelty for n Valentino
Day entertainment now Introduces n for-

tune
¬ I

teller for consultation by her guests s

a bono flue gypsy seer ono can bo

found but If not an amateur who at-

tempts
¬

to peer Into the futuro by means j

of or a teacup rlf

Intensive Farming on the Pacific Coast 11
It

or

U
ns

Ls

A

in

Ls

on

If

There Is said to bo no moro healthy
j Hz=

life than that of the Intensive farmer
l

nail the liners ore short and tho work l f
very light Twoyearold npplo trees Cwhen transplanted from the nursery to I n

the apple farms will bear some fruit the
third year end five boxes of fine fruit r

can ho obtained tho sixth year t-

Atter this the trees respond annuolly
with plenty of fino fruit whlcb with t
modern methods of transmitting trait In
refrigerator cars permits the apples to y ii

DO forwarded to great cities where re-

muncratlvo
t

prices can bo obtained i
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